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ABSTRACT

Many people who communicate across linguistic antlutal boundaries have experienced communication
breakdowns with interlocutors who are from diffardinst language backgrounds. Sociolinguists reéogrihat such
intercultural miscommunications are partly dueiffedent value systems that underlie each speakeitsiral background.
In fact, different value systems are reflectedpeexh acts. This study attempted to explore thetsire, formality level
and the frequency of the greeting speech actsanRersian and English soap operas in a contrastyein order to find
out probable differences in this particular typesp€ech acts. Searl's (1979) classification of speets was applied to
accomplish the purpose of the study. The studydedwon the interactions among the characters arse timteractions
containing the speech acts under discussion waresdribed. In the end, the results were contraatetthe findings
revealed that some significant differences exist way that speech acts of greeting are realizédarPersian and English
soap operas in terms of the structure, formality fraquency. The findings of this survey can prevebme insights into
the importance of teaching culture as well as n@kéarners aware of the functional roles of a laugu Since culture,
people and the history and their undeniable effeaenot be secluded from language, the maximumrtetind

perseverance must be invested while teaching them.
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